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What are the Czechs thinking of doing now ? That is
a question one hears very often in British circles. * The
man in the street * is particularly prone to ask this question.
Now, the Czechs have always been under-estimated, in
the same way as Hitler has been under-estimated. This
fact has given rise to serious complications. When one
knows the Slav mentality, one has to admit that this hardy
and much-tried race is not in the habit of putting its head
in the sand and that it can certainly not be regarded as
cowardly. The Central Powers called the Czechs cowards
because they allied themselves with the Russians with
whom they had close ties and from whom they expected
some decisive help.

They have ahvays shown a capacity for passive resist-
ance and in this they were unshakeable. They knew
how to defend their national and cultural values against
all oppression with unsurpassed energy and the greatest
intelligence. They gained for themselves many friends
outside the German basin. They did in feet to some extent
succeed in achieving tolerably good and, on the whole,
peaceful relations with the Germans; the Germans were,
howeveiv* always the ruling class who had subjected them.
For this reason there crept into the Czech soul a distrust,
increased by much injustice. They have always struggled
for freedom and they have made great sacrifices in the
cause of freedom. They fought passionately for their
beliefs and with great fortitude. When they were obliged
to give in, surrender whipped into flame a powerful
hatred which in itself acted as an impetus to them. This
peculiarity in their character has remained and has deter-